Deafferentation syndrome in the rat: effects of sex, age, and lesion type.
A deafferentation syndrome can be produced in Sprague-Dawley rats following dorsal root sections. The behavior may be objective evidence of dysesthesias, thus serving as an experimental model to study chronic dysesthesias caused by deafferentation in humans. This article examines the effects of sex, age, and lesion type on the expression of the deafferentation syndrome in Sprague-Dawley rats. No significant differences were found in the expression of the deafferentation syndrome with respect to age and weight in male rats within the ranges studied. Sex and lesion type did alter the expression of the syndrome.